
WELCOME!

PLANNING COUNCIL MEETING

May 9, 2019
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INTRODUCTIONS

Please state your name for the record.

Please note: You do NOT have to disclose your status during the 

introduction if you do not want to.

*Moment of Silence*
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APPROVE MEETING MINUTES (H-1)

April 11, 2019

Steps in approving minutes:

1. Review minutes

2. Make a first and second motion to approve minutes

3. Vote

All in Favor: Yes, approve minutes

Opposed: No, do not approve minutes

Abstention: Absent from previous meeting/ Decline to vote
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GROUND RULES

Be on time No Side Conversations

Silence cell phones Presenters represent agencies- no personal attacks

Participate Don't ask questions that accuse or assume where someone 

is coming from. Stick to asking questions regarding 

information.

Be respectful Respect the option for presenters to come back with 

additional information or answers.

Agree to disagree Send questions with more detailed explanations to the 

Executive Committee or PCS

Ask questions Whenever possible, enjoy yourself

Speak up so everyone can hear you Donõt assume everything is public knowledge

Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged by the ChairStep up, step back

Don't interrupt
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COMMITTEE REPORTS (H-2)
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Each month, the Committee Chairs will provide a summary of their 

committee's activities.

Please refer to the handout



Charles Alpren, BPHC

HIV Outbreak in Lowell and Lawrence 6



National Center for HIV/AIDS, Viral Hepatitis, STD, and TB Prevention

An outbreak of HIV among people who inject drugs τ
Massachusetts, 2015ς2018

Charles Alpren, MBChB, MPH

EIS Officer, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
Assigned to Boston Public Health Commission

Division of HIV/AIDS Prevention
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Lawrence noticed 
increase in HIV 
cases

Clinical advisory issued by MDPH
Contact tracing extended
HIV patient outreach increased

Epi-Aid field 
investigation

Lowell and Lawrence 
noticed increase in 
HIV cases

Transmission 
networks noted in 
initial sequence 
analysis

2016 2017 2018



WHY HERE? WHY NOW?



Public Health Context 
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MDPH Data Brief, Feb 2018

Fatal opioid-involved overdose rates increased earlier and more in NE Massachusetts.

Year



MDPH HIV/AIDS surveillance program, data as of 5/1/18 

Diagnoses of HIV in Massachusetts among people who inject drugs decreased to 2014, 
then increased again.



MDPH Data Brief, May 2018
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Fentanyl

Likely heroin

Cocaine

Benzodiazepine

Prescription Opioid

Fentanyl detection on toxicology in opioid-involved overdose deaths increased from 2014.




